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TOWN OF NORTHFIELD, VERMONT 

MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes of October 7, 2025  

 
6:30 pm at Brown Public Library Community Room  

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Chair Royal DeLegge. 

 

Roll Call: Present for the meeting were Planning Commission members Royal DeLegge, Elroy Hill, 

Brian Massey, and Doug Shiok. Zoning Administrator & PC Clerk Mitch Osiecki was also present. 

 

Northfield residents Peter Young and Lucas Herring were also present. 

 

All meeting participants were physically present in the Community Room. 

 

Adjustments to Agenda: No Adjustments proposed. 

Motion: Elroy moved to approve the agenda. Brian seconded. 

Vote to approve: 4-0. 

 

Public Participation 

Peter Young wished to discuss the town’s winter parking restrictions. A short discussion ensued. 

Northfield has an ordinance that imposes restrictions on winter parking. That ordinance was issued by 

the Select Board; the Planning Commission does not have the power to regulate winter parking 

restrictions. Peter was advised to contact the municipality about getting on the agenda for a Select 

Board meeting to discuss concerns. 

 

Lucas Herring was present to talk about the vacancy on the Planning Commission. 

 

Minutes 

Motion: Elroy moved to approve the minutes of the PC meeting on September 2. Brian seconded. 

Vote to approve: 4-0. 

  

Old Business 

 

Town Forest 

Mitch provided a summary and update on this project. What remains is the task of clearly defining the 

boundary of the town forest parcel exclusive of the lot containing municipal water infrastructure. 

 

Planning Commission Vacancy 

Lucas Herring discussed his interest in serving on the Planning Commission. 
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Royal will draft a letter of support, and we will get this item on an upcoming Select Board agenda, likely 

October 14 or October 28. 

 

Lighting – Northfield Historical Society 

Mitch reported that the Northfield Historical Society inquired about getting a permit to illuminate the 

sign outside their facility. 

 

Zoning regulations allow signs to be illuminated “while a business is open,” and doesn’t allow for 

exceptions to illuminate a sign while a business is not open. 

 

The Planning Commission would have to consider some sort of amendment to the zoning regulations to 

allow a sign like this to be illuminated at night. Mitch will research whether other municipalities make a 

provision to allow illumination of municipal signs. 

 

CVRPC Updates 

 

Royal provided updates on several ongoing activities at the CVRPC. 

 

1. CVRPC approved the Montpelier City Master Plan. There was significant opposition to approval 

by a vocal group of Montpleier residents. 

 

The State Statute is flawed on the question of an appeal process. The approval of the City Plan 

has been appealed, although the path for an appeal is unclear. 

 

2. Winooski River Basin. 

 

3. Request that CVRPC assist as an agent for Capital Region dispatch services. 

 

4. CVRPC is revising policy on the recording of committee meetings. 

 

5. A violation of Open Meeting Law has been alleged. The committee involved has acknowledged 

an inadvertent violation. The CVRPC has instituted a corrective policy change to avoid a 

recurrence. 

 

Zoning Updates 

 

Mitch provided an update on some zoning issues around town.  

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 4 at 6:30 pm. 

 

Adjournment: Brian moved to adjourn; Elroy seconded. 

Motion carried, 4-0. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm. 


