
TOWN OF NORTHFIELD, VERMONT 
SELECT BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

Minutes of February 23, 2021 
 

I. ROLL CALL.  Select Board Chair K. David Maxwell, Board members Julie H. Goodrich, Nathaniel 
Miller, Charles Morse, and John Stevens.  Also present were Town Manager Jeff Schulz, Acting 
Clerk Kenneth McCann, Trent Tucker (Highway Foreman), Peter J. DeMasi (Fire Chief), John 
Helfant (Police Chief), Pat McDonald (Central Vermont Home Health and Hospice), Tanya 
Crawford-Stempel (Good Samaritan Haven), John Caceres (Washington County Mental Health 
Services), Caitlin Roseen (Central Vermont Community Harvest), Mark C. Anarumo (President, 
Norwich University), Daphne Larkin (Director of Media Relations & Community Affairs, Norwich 
University), Lydia Petty (Northfield Ridge + River Routes), Deborah Zuaro (Northfield Ridge + 

River Routes), Jon Ignatowski (Economic Development Director), Chris Mureta (Mureta 
Butchery), Jamie Stewart (Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation), Bill Clements, 
Shannon Doney, Susan Stillinger, Carolyn Stevens, and Julie Sippel-Silowash. 

Chair Maxwell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  In keeping with Governor Phil Scott’s COVID-
19 “stay at home” directive, the meeting was held remotely. 

II. PUBLIC HEARING 

a. Northfield Town Meeting Warned Articles.  State law requires the Select Board to 
hold a public hearing prior to Town Meeting so members of the public can discuss or ask 
questions regarding the articles to be voted upon by Australian Ballot.  Most involve 
funding requests from regional non-profit organizations and all were invited by mail to 
attend this remote public hearing.  Chair Maxwell then went through the list of Australian 

Ballot articles for any comments or questions. 

Article 3.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of an amount not to 
exceed twenty-one thousand dollars ($21,000) for FY22 towards the Northfield 
Commuter year-round commuter with service between Northfield and 
Montpelier?  There was no discussion. 

Article 4.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $13,600 for the Central 
Vermont Home Health and Hospice?  Pat McDonald has been involved with CVHHH 

for several years and many of her family members have made use of their services.   
Ms. McDonald said the pandemic did not halt their activities over the past year although 
some adaptations had to made to meet social distancing standards, etc.  CVHHH has 
assisted residents affected by the pandemic by providing free food clinics and making 
arrangements for the homebound to receive their vaccinations.  Ms. McDonald said 
CVHHH is asking local communities for the same amounts as last year and these funds 

offset any financial deficits they incur as a non-profit organization. 

Article 5.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $3,000 for the Central 
Vermont Council on Aging?  There was no discussion. 

Article 6. Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $2,800 for the Good 
Samaritan Haven?  Tonya Crawford-Stempel said the Good Samaritan Haven operates 
the only homeless shelter in the Central Vermont area.  The shelter itself had to close 
last year due to the pandemic but Good Samaritan Haven arranged to have the usual 

shelter residents placed in local motels, etc.  This increased the number of local 
homeless served from about seventy-five (75) to over two hundred and fifty (250).  
They also worked to obtain permanent housing for those left most vulnerable by the 
pandemic and the accompanying economic downturn.  A Street Outreach Worker was 
engaged to make contact with those most needing assistance.  In addition,  
Ms. Crawford-Stempel said the Good Samaritan Haven is providing COVID-19 testing 
and vaccination referrals.  The Good Samaritan Haven is grateful for the past support it 

has received from Northfield voters and hopes this will continue. 

Article 7. Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $2,500 for the 
Washington County Diversion Program?  There was no discussion. 
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Article 8.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $2,500 for Washington 
County Mental Health Services, Inc.?  John Caceres serves on the WCMHS Board of 
Directors and said this non-profit organization has been in operation since 1967.  Ninety 
percent (90%) of its operating expenses are covered by Medicare and support from 

communities like Northfield make up the balance.  In the past year, WCMHS provided 
services to over 1,400 residents and this included over 1,800 hours of consultation 
services and other support.  The pandemic has not halted their ability to serve the public 
and face-to-face meetings are held whenever needed.  Their services also came to 
include food distribution to those especially affected by the COVID-19 fallout.  Board 
member Morse asked why this vital service is not included in the Washington County 
annual budget.  We are paying taxes to Washington County so there should be no need 

for WCMHS to have to ask local voters for financial support.  Mr. Caceres is relatively 
new to the organization and is unsure about this.  It might be because most of their 
funding comes from the federal government but he will investigate further. 

Article 9.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,250 for the People’s 

Health and Wellness Clinic?  There was no discussion. 

Article 10.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,200 for Central 

Vermont Adult Basic Education?  There was no discussion. 

Article 11.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,200 for the 
Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired?  There was no 
discussion. 

Article 12.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for Capstone 
Community Action, Inc.?  There was no discussion. 

Article 13.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for Circle?  

There was no discussion. 

Article 14.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for Good 
Beginnings of Central Vermont?  There was no discussion. 

Article 15.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $1,000 for the 

Vermont Center for Independent Living?  There was no discussion. 

Article 16.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $800 for the Family 
Center of Washington County?  There was no discussion. 

Article 17.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $750 for Mosaic 
Vermont (formerly the Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County)?  
There was no discussion. 

Article 18.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $600 for the 
Washington County Youth Service Bureau/Boys & Girls Club?  There was no 
discussion. 

Article 19.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $400 for Community 
Harvest of Central Vermont?  Caitlin Roseen serves as Gleaning Program & 
Community Outreach Manager for CHCV, which now has two (2) full-time employees in 
addition to the hundreds of volunteers who assist with gleaning, cleaning, sorting, and 
distributing fresh produce from local farms.  The foodstuffs collected are perfectly fine 

for human consumption but cannot be sold due to poor appearance, etc.  Since its 
founding in 2014, CHCV has provided over one million food servings to local residents.  

Since the pandemic started, the demand for fresh produce has increased so much that 
last year CHCV doubled the amount of food it collected (138,000 lbs.).  These foodstuffs 
are forwarded to local food banks, schools, senior centers, etc.  CHCV partnered with 
three (3) Northfield growers last year and provided 55,000 servings to Northfield 
residents, working with CERV to facilitate local distribution.  Board member Morse asked 
if CHCV worked with Farmers Markets to obtain unsellable foodstuffs.  Ms. Roseen has 
worked with the Montpelier Farmers Market and others in the area.  Board member 

Morse suggested the Northfield Farmers Market might be another good food source.   
Ms. Roseen will make contact with the market organizer.  Chair Maxwell said he is very 
impressed with what CHCV has been able to achieve in such a short amount of time. 

Article 20.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $400 for the Friends 
of the Winooski River?  There was no discussion. 
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Article 21.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $300 for Green Up 
Vermont?  There was no discussion. 

Article 22.  Shall the voters authorize the expenditure of $250 for OUR House 
of Central Vermont?  There was no discussion. 

Board member Morse said with the cancellation of this year’s Annual Town Meeting Open 
Session (due to COVID-19), there is no opportunity for residents to “approve the reports 
of the Town Officials.”  Perhaps the Select Board members should perform this function.  
Motion by Board member Stevens, seconded by Board member Morse, to approve the 
reports of the Town Officials as printed in the 2021 Northfield Town Report.  Board 
member Morse had one correction: in the minutes of the March 2, 2020 Open Session, 
former Norwich University President Richard Schneider’s military rank is indicated as 

“Colonel.”  He is in fact a Rear Admiral in the Coast Guard Reserve.  This correction will 
be noted.  Motion to approve the amended reports was approved 5-0-0. 

III. SET/ADJUST AGENDA.  There were no changes to the posted agenda. 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (SCHEDULED) 

a. Mark C. Anarumo, President, Norwich University (NU).  President Anarumo said 
the news on the COVID-19 front has been all good over the past two (2) weeks.  The 
highest one-day number of COVID-19 positive NU students is sixty-five (65); the current 
number is five (5).  The largest number of NU students put in quarantine is ninety-five 

(95); there now are sixteen (16) NU students in quarantine.  Despite these good 
numbers, the campus remains closed to visitors and, with few exceptions, there is only 
remote learning.  Quarantine space is being kept intact in case of another surge in 
COVID-19 positive tests.  On another matter, President Anarumo reported that the  
NU-owned house located at 429 Central Street was demolished earlier today.  The 
structure was in poor condition and an analysis determined it would be more cost 

effective to tear it down rather than try to rehabilitate.  All the required permits were in 
place and there was door-to-door notification of neighboring residents beforehand.  
Anything in the house that could be repurposed was removed long before demolition.  

There are no immediate plans for the property so it will remain a grassy space until 
some future use is determined.  Chair Maxwell said the Select Board members had been 
kept fully informed of the permitting process for some time.  He then thanked President 
Anarumo for tonight’s presentation and hopes the next report will be as optimistic. 

b. Lydia Petty, Northfield Ridge + River Routes (NRRR) Steering Committee: Final 
Report Presentation.  Ms. Petty said it had been a long process involving many 
individuals in producing this final report, which was prepared by the SE Group and 
financed largely through grant funds.  This report had been presented to the public at a 

virtual meeting on Friday, January 29, 2021 and the feedback was all positive.  The 
NRRR Steering Committee now would like to know if the Select Board members will 
formally adopt the NRRR Final Report for the community.  Manager Schulz confirmed 
grant funds covered ninety percent (90%) of the plan drafting costs.  Since state funds 
were involved, the State of Vermont would like the municipality to adopt the plan.  
However, this would not obligate the municipality to pay for all infrastructure projects 
recommended in the report.  Board member Goodrich was grateful for all the hard work 

that went into producing the NRRR Final Report.  She asked if the virtual presentation 
was available online.  Ms. Petty said it was available through their website using the 
following link: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6c19ba8d101344d1bf1e3aa8a8f0ffa3?item=6 

Board member Miller hasn’t seen the virtual presentation yet but plans to do so.  Board 
member Stevens did attend the presentation and is ready to endorse the report tonight.  
Board member Morse also attended and has no objections to approving the report 
tonight.  Motion by Board member Morse, seconded by Board member Stevens, to 

support and adopt the Northfield Ridge + River Routes Final Report as presented. 

Manager Schulz noted that some of the report’s recommendations, such as sidewalk 
improvements, could be quite expensive.  People should understand that these are long-
term goals that will require proper planning and financing.  Ms. Petty said the NRRR 
Steering Committee members are well aware that outside funding will be required to 
pay for infrastructure improvements and much further planning is needed.  There is no 

obligation for the Select Board members to provide local funding in the short term. 
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Board member Morse believes having this document in place will be very helpful for 
future planning efforts and for potential grant applications.  Chair Maxwell said 
community actions such as this really do require such a dedicated group of individuals.  
He felt the plan was sound; we just need to find a way to pay for these civic 

improvements.  Motion passed 5-0-0.  NRRR Steering Committee member Deb Zuaro 
was grateful for the Select Board endorsement.  It was noted the committee held a 
virtual meeting last night to discuss plan implementation.  It was felt necessary to keep 
up the current momentum in order to apply for grant funds, etc.  The Select Board 
members will be kept informed of any future developments. 

V. DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORT 

a. Jon Ignatowski, Economic Development Director.  As he previously indicated to 
the Select Board members at earlier meetings, Mr. Ignatowski has been looking into the 
possibility of establishing a Northfield Community Revolving Loan Fund (NCRLF) using 
existing economic development funds as seed money.  The NCRLF amount would be 

supplemented with grant funds should Mr. Ignatowski’s efforts prove successful.  As 

indicated in his memo earlier distributed to the Select Board members, he recommends 
transferring $15,000 of current economic development funds into an existing municipal 
revolving loan account.   This would allow him to apply for a Vermont Rural Business 
Development Grant (RBDG) that would double the amount.  The grant application is due 
by March 31, 2021 so Mr. Ignatowski anticipates addressing this matter at one or more 
meetings before then in order to answer all the Select Board members’ concerns.   

Mr. Ignatowski noted Northfield currently is at a competitive disadvantage in attracting 
new businesses (or expanding current ones) as the municipalities of Montpelier, Barre, 
Waterbury, and Randolph already have this valuable economic development tool 
available to them.  He also proposes establishing a loan committee comprised of five 
(5) to six (6) residents including one local banker and one Select Board member. 

Mr. Ignatowski said one local business that could directly benefit from supplemental 
funding through the NCRLF is Mureta Butchery, which currently focuses on processing 

wild game but would like to expand into domestic livestock.  Chris Mureta is a new 

Northfield resident (since November 2020) and he would use the revolving loan funds 
to cover much of the expense of obtaining state licensing and permits for his expanded 
business.  Chair Maxwell welcomed Mr. Mureta to Northfield and wished him well with 
his business endeavors. 

Mr. Ignatowski added that the NCRLF would not deplete the economic development fund 
but rather expand it through grant funds, loan interest payments, etc.  In addition, new 

and/or expanded businesses would mean an expansion of the Northfield Grand List.  
Jamie Stewart from the Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation (CVEDC).  
also is present tonight.  Mr. Ignatowski already has spoken to him about having CVEDC 
assist with the establishment of the NCRLF.  Mr. Stewart confirmed he has had several 
conversations with Mr. Ignatowski on this matter and having worked in economic 
development for over thirty (30) years, he has come to view local revolving loan funds 

as valuable tools for economic growth.  Mr. Stewart said CVEDC could assist with 
administering various aspects of the process such as sending out payment statement, 
etc. for a nominal fee (2% of collected interest).  He noted such loans are often high 

risk even when criteria are developed to limit risk to the loaner.  Board member Morse 
asked who would be responsible for collecting defaulted loans.  Mr. Stewart said that 
probably would Mr. Ignatowski (or whoever the local committee designates).  The initial 
contact for late repayments doesn’t necessarily have to be a hostile encounter as there 

might be reasonable explanations that might lead to loan payment extensions. 

Board member Goodrich would not want Mr. Ignatowski spending too much of his time 
on this.  Mr. Ignatowski felt this program shouldn’t take too much of his time with CVEDC 
assistance.  Also, promoting local economic growth is a main function of his position.  
Mr. Stewart concurred that not a lot of loans would be made at one time so this shouldn’t 
be a major time-consumer.  Board member Miller likes the concept but has concerns 
about loan defaults.  He would like to know how the other Vermont communities with 

local revolving loan funds have handled this.  Board member Miller also is worried about 
possible perceptions of unfairness should the loan committee members decide to help 
one local business but not another one.  Mr. Ignatowski will look into how other 

communities handle loan defaults. 
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As for the fairness issue, Mr. Stewart said the loan committee will need to establish clear 
guidelines in order to fully justify its decisions.  The first step is to build up the loan fund 
amount to an acceptable level with grant funds, etc.  He can provide a specific proposal 
at the next regular meeting (03/09/21).  Mr. Ignatowski noted his memo did include 

examples of existing guidelines for loan approval.  Some of these might need to be 
adapted for conditions specific to Northfield and/or Central Vermont. 

Board member Stevens believes this is a good idea and, if developed properly, would 
be very beneficial for local businesses (and potential businesses).  Board member Morse 
noted Northfield had a local revolving fund before and that account might have some 
remaining funds.  Mr. Ignatowski said there was about $3,500 in this account.  Board 
member Morse noted the Select Board has an Economic Development Subcommittee 

(Select Board members Maxwell and Morse).  Perhaps this subcommittee should meet 
soon in order to work out some details and address the concerns expressed tonight.  
Recommendations then would be prepared and shared with the other Select Board 
members.  Chair Maxwell believes having the NCRLF would be good for the community 

and would be a good use of existing economic development funds.  He also likes the 
idea of grant funds supplementing this amount.  Chair Maxwell believes the proposed 

formation of the local loan committee is a good concept.  He looks forward to getting 
additional information at the next Select Board regular meeting.  Mr. Ignatowski thanked 
the Select Board members for allowing him the time to present his proposal.  He also 
thanked Mr. Mureta and Mr. Stewart for their contributions to this discussion. 

VI. LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 

a. Liquor License Renewals.  Manager Schulz noted Town Clerk Kim Pedley contacted 
Police Chief John Helfant to see if he had any concerns about renewing any of these 
licenses.  Based on the lack of reported incidents last year, he had no reservations. 

1. Champlain Farms.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 
member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

2. Convenience Plus.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 

member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

3. Depot Square Pizzeria.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by 
Board member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 
5-0-0. 

4. Falls General Store.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 
member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

5. O’Maddi’s Deli & Café.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 

member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

6. South Village Mobil.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 
member Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

7. Tops Market.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board member 
Morse, to approve the liquor license renewal.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

b. Outside Consumption Permit 

1. O’Maddi’s Deli & Café.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 

member Morse, to approve the outside consumption permit.  Motion passed 
5-0-0. 

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. February 9, 2021 (Regular Meeting).  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded 
by Board member Morse, to approve the minutes.  Chair Maxwell found one typo on the 
first page.  Motion to approved amended minutes passed 5-0-0. 

VIII. APPROVAL OF BILLS 

a. Approval of Warrant #16-21.  Motion by Board member Goodrich, seconded by Board 

member Morse, to approve Warrant #16-21 in the amount of $171,390.34.  Board 
member Stevens noted $4,000 in repairs to fix an exhaust leak on an old truck (2005 
Mack) the Highway Subcommittee isn’t sure about retaining for much longer.  Manager 
Schulz spoke to Highway Foreman Trent Tucker about this vehicle and  
Mr. Tucker felt it could be useful for several years so the repairs were done.  Board 

member Morse felt this was reasonable repair price if a bad intake manifold was 

involved.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 
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b. Approval of Biweekly Payroll through February 7, 2021.  Motion by Board member 
Goodrich, seconded by Board member Morse, to approve the biweekly payroll in the 
amount of $105,027.17.  Board member Goodrich wanted it noted that the  
FY 2020/2021 overtime budget for the Northfield Police Department, which had been 

set at $25,000, had about $3,500 left with about four (4) months still remaining in the 
fiscal year. Motion passed 5-0-0. 

IX. SELECT BOARD 

a. Main Street Bridge Project.  Manager Schulz said as a follow up to the presentation 

on this matter from Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) representatives at the 
last meeting (02/09/21), he did contact them with some of the concerns expressed by 
Select Board members regarding recommendations to replace the Main Street Bridge.  
He later received an email from VTrans Scoping Engineer Laura Stone that addressed 
some of these concerns.  The email has been distributed to the Select Board members 
for their review.  In the email, Ms. Stone makes clear that VTrans still is recommending 

full replacement of the bridge accompanied by offsite traffic detour.  If the Select Board 

members accept this recommendation, the local cost share will be five percent (5%).   
If the Select Board members choose other options, such as installing temporary 
automobile and/or pedestrian bridges, the local share would double to ten percent 
(10%).  Manager Schulz said the next step is for the Select Board members to formally 
accept (or reject) the VTrans recommendation that has been designated “Alternative 
3a.”  Since there really is no rush to make this decision, the Select Board members 

might decide to hold an additional community outreach meeting to receive feedback on 
the options provided.  However, the previous presentation was well-advertised and the 
feedback at that meeting did not question the VTrans general recommendations but 
instead focused on concerns regarding the optimum offsite traffic routes for cars and 
pedestrians.  Manager Schulz noted such questions could be addressed during the 
design phase of this project and shouldn’t hold up Select Board approval of Alternative 
3a.  Chair Maxwell asked how the community was notified before the last meeting.  

Manager Schulz said notices were put on the municipal website, Front Porch Forum, and 

Trans-Video’s community access channel.  In addition, individual letters were sent to 
the property and/or business owners adjacent to the project area.  Board member 
Stevens did not see the need for another meeting to decide which approach to take.   
He would like the project to go forward with the local match amount kept at five percent 
(5%).  Detour plans could be better adapted to Northfield needs at a later time.  Board 
member Miller agreed it was time to get this done.  Motion by Board member Morse, 

seconded by Board member Goodrich, to adopt VTrans Alternative 3a, which calls for 
“Full Bridge Replacement on Alignment with Traffic Maintained on an Offsite Detour” 
over a twelve (12) week period.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

X. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

a. Town Meeting 2021 Information.  Manager Schulz said Town Clerk Pedley asked him 
to relay some information about this year’s Town Meeting.  Since the Open Session has 
been cancelled, all voting will be done by Australian Ballot.  Northfield residents who 
would like to vote early/absentee need to contact the Town Clerk’s Office (485-5421) to 
request ballots to be mailed.  They will be sent two (2) separate ballots: (1) Town of 

Northfield and (2) Paine Mountain School District.  Voters also can come to the Municipal 

Building to pick up their ballots.  They then can either vote in the Municipal Building or 
return the ballots at a later time.  Election day voting will be held in the Northfield 
Middle/High School on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

b. Municipal Revenues.  Manager Schulz reported the third of four (4) property tax 
deadlines was on February 12, 2021.  The next (and final) property tax payment date 
is Friday, May 14, 2021.  To date, 77.4% of assessed taxes have been paid.  This 
compares to 77.2% collected at this time last year.  In addition, water-sewer payments 

are down from last year, which is largely attributable to reduced occupancy on the NU 
campus.  However, some of this has been offset by increased utility usage in single-
family homes.  There also has been an effort to keep utility department spending down. 
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c. Northfield Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF) Sludge Disposal.  There was 
a discussion at the last meeting about the possibility of reaching out to Casella Waste 
Management about again accepting and transporting WWTF sludge to its Coventry, VT 
landfill.  The current situation has Northfield sludge transported to a facility in Barre City 

before it is sent on to a Canadian landfill.  Manager Schulz has been working with Utility 
Superintendent Patrick DeMasi on the possibility of a new agreement with Casella but 
both are reluctant to pursue this course too vigorously.  For one thing, there still remain 
questions about the future of the Coventry landfill as there remains strong local 
opposition to any further expansion of the facility.  In addition, Casella has cancelled 
service with another community for about the same reason (overly smelly sludge) that 
it used to justify cancelling its previous agreement with Northfield.  Manager Schulz and 

Superintendent DeMasi will continue to look at all the options available. 

d. Northfield Ambulance Service (NAS) COVID-19 Testing.  Manager Schulz said NAS 
members continue to provide daily COVID-19 testing at its Northfield facility as well as 
satellite sites in Williamstown and Montpelier.  This has been a great service for the 

community as well as a money-maker for the municipality.  To date, about $23,000 in 
net payments have been received from the state. 

e. NAS Paramedic Level Certification.  Manager Schulz said the state has received and 
approved the NAS application for Paramedic Level Certification.  The next step is to 
establish protocols for paramedic training, proper storage of strong narcotics, etc.  There 
will not be any purchases related to this new status until the new protocols are in place. 

f. VTrans Supplemental Highway Funds.  Manager Schulz noted the municipality 
recently received about $39,500 in supplemental funds from VTrans.  These funds are 
meant to offset the fact VTrans cancelled many of its grant programs last year due to 

COVID-19.  Such funds are usually used for general highway maintenance but there has 
been a proposal to instead move them into a Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) account.  
Board member Miller confirmed he has suggested putting these funds into the Highway 
CIP account for the replacement/rehabilitation of the Stony Brook Road Bridge.  The 
decision doesn’t have to be made now but this seems a logical course to him since there 

is no guarantee that the next grant application for this purpose will be successful. 

XI. BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS, CONCERNS, QUESTIONS 

a. Recreation Committee Meeting.  Board member Morse asked when the Recreation 
Committee will meet next.  Manager Schulz noted their next regular meeting date falls 
on the night of Town Meeting Day (03/02/21) so he is suggesting holding the meeting 
the next morning at 9:00 a.m. 

b. Heating System Inspections.  Board member Morse asked if the heating system at 
the Brown Public Library (BPL) has been inspected recently.  Manager Schulz said he 
plans to have the BPL heating system and the one in the Municipal Building inspected 
before the next regular meeting. 

c. Northfield Backroads.  Board member Morse said he has been driving the backroad 
more this winter in order to make Northfield Farmers Market deliveries.  He believes our 

roads are in good condition overall this winter and in much better shape than those in 
neighboring communities. 

XII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (UNSCHEDULED).  There was none. 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT.  Motion by Board member Stevens, seconded by Board member Morse, to 
adjourn.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

The Board adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth L. McCann 
Kenneth L. McCann, Acting Clerk 

An audio recording of this meeting is available in the Town Manager’s Office. 

These minutes were approved at the regular Select Board meeting of March 9, 2021. 


