NORTHFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Minutes: Meeting of August 14,2013

The meeting was called to order by Pam Knox at 6:30 pm.

I. ROLL CALL
Present: Commissioners Pam Knox, Russ Barrett, Laura Hills-Eubanks, Leslie Matthews,
Christine Barnes
Also Attending: Jens Hilke, VT Fish and Wildlife Service, Technical Assistant to Planning and
Conservation Commissions

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
July 10, 2013: Deferred to September 2013 meeting (quorum needed).

IT11. DISCUSSION
a. Conservation Planning and Natural Resources: Jens Hilke

1. Jens Hilke described his responsibilities. He serves 251 towns. He collects and interprets
scientific data, and assists with planning and action on behalf of Commissions’ goals for
preserving/maintaining natural resources. Jens also works with by-laws, assisting with
interpretation and editing as requested.

2. Regarding the Town Plan: Jens reiterated that a Conservation Commission has no regulative
power, but can be a helpful advising support to Planning Commissions. The role of the NCC
should be to cultivate good relationships, strong communication and a sense of trust and
partnership with other town commissions.

3. Jens recommended that all NCC members read the Town Plan. The Conservation
Commission’s recommendations should be an integral part of the Town Plan, in whichever
areas of the Plan are appropriate. The specificity of the content is very important, and
descriptive wording regarding what is protected, and to what degree it is protected, are
examples.

4. A section in the Town Plan entitled “Celebration of Place” would be helpful in describing the
vast resources with which Northfield is blessed. Such descriptions set the stage for
enlightening the community regarding its assets and justification for safe-guarding them.
What do we care about? Where are these special places in our town? Such information sets a
tone for the community to work with the Conservation Commission.

5. Town Plans are written for a 5 year implementation period prior to the next revision. The
goals and action plans should be written to cover the duration. The Plan should include maps
of the town’s natural features for purposes of documentation and reference. By-laws should
reflect the specifics of the action plan.

6. Anexample of an action plan item: Complete an inventory of identified areas by 2018. Jens
has a basic inventory, but it needs to be more comprehensive. Items to be reviewed for
inclusion include: Natural community data; biological diversity in wetlands and lower
elevations; vernal pools. Content on the town’s rich riparian areas needs to be strengthened,
particularly with extreme weather challenges we will continue to face along the rivers. Focus
needs to be to protect the community from future calamity. A second example is setting the
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criteria for the development of wind power. The Northfield Range is the longest un-roaded
mountain range in Vermont: what is the opinion of the community re wind as a resource?

7. An inventory pattern will assist in planning: a big block of forest, river patterns, hot spots for
rare species, relationship with development. We can begin with the maps we have, and add
to them as the inventory develops.

8. Municipal Planning grants are available to support such efforts.

9. Because the process extends over 5 years, language such as “...as referenced in the map” and
inform of the inventory augmentation as it progresses, so decisions can be made by town
commissions without having to wait for a 5-year revision to the Plan.

10. There was some discussion on the organization “Staying Connected”, an inventory tool in use
in some parts of the state. “Bio-finder” is the mapping tool which includes Northfield, and it
uses 21 layers of data, mapping the density of diversity and the critical elements that built the
valuable area. Core habitat needs buffers to support it. It is recommended that NCC include
at least Tiers 1 and 2 (the most dense areas) in the Town Plan.

1. Next steps for NCC:

a. Have a conversation with the Planning Commission re the Town Plan effort;
Vermont statute, Title 24, Chapter 118, allows a Conservation Commission to advise
and assist in the development of the Town Plan.

b. Join the Association of Vermont Conservation Commissions; annual meeting is
October 5 in Bradford, 9:00-2:30.

Next Planning Commission Meeting
Laura will attend.

Lowell Mountain Windfarm Tour
Laura, Leslie and Christine will attend on Wednesday, Aug. 21.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present.

OTHER BUSINESS

Christine reported on a possible project for NCC involvement within the community — the
community effort to reclaim the area around water street devastated by Hurricane Irene.
Commission members will make an effort to identify the committee at work, and offer support,

if appropriate.

Christine attended the Green Mt. Girls’ event which was rained out.

Christine and Russ attended the kick-off of the Norwich University’s solar house, soon to head

to California to compete nationally in 9 categories. The event was well-attended and well-hosted
by Norwich students and staff. An extraordinary project!

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.
Respectfully submitted
Christine Barnes



